myelopathy has developed in 9 cases among irradiated patients 109
From the data presented t is apparent that degree of occurrence of radiation myelopathy depends greatly on fractionation and irradiation dose. When the patients are treated n more than 21 fractions at a daily dose of 200 rads and the dose to the spinal cord irradiated is more than 5,000 rads, it can be considered to be the critial bevel for radiation mvelopathy. In the present series the latent period from the completion of therapy to the Table 2 Incidence rate of radiation myelopathy earliest symptoms was from 3 months to 38 months. It was within one year for 6 cases and over one year for 3 cases, the average being 14 months. Tsuya et al's observation that the latent period was, in general, shorter in the transient type than in the chronic progressive type coincides with our findings that the latent period in the transient type was 3-6 months which was shorter than in the chronic type (Table 3) . Classical work from Greenfield9 (1948) and to Kaneko6 (1972) made on the radiation myelopathy is referred in Table 4 in which the dose to the spinal cord is shown. This indicates that the dose required to develop the disease is in the level higher than 4,000 rads according to the authors including Greenfield, Table  4 Radiation myelopathy and the dose to the spinal cord An increase of the number of fractions to 11-20 is followed by the onset of the disease at a dose of 3,000-5,000 rads, and the dose over 5,000 rads is the critical dose level when the number of fractions was over 21 (Table 6 ). The table 7 shows relationship between radiation myelopathy and rets by NSD. Table 7 Relationship between 53 cases of radiation myelopathy and rets SUMMARY During the past 6 years (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) , radiation myelopathy has developed in 9 patients among tumor patients as a side effect following radiotherapy for malignant tumors. The latent period was 3-38 months, the average being 14 months. The tumor dose was 6,000-12,000 rads, the overall treatment time 42-71 days, the dose to the spinal cord 5,000-10,000 rads. Several causative factors of the radiation myelopathy were picked up.. 
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